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Curriculum 

Vision and Aims 

Areas of Need 

and 

Approaches 

Ambition 

Quality of Life 

Our curriculum is grounded in practice- based evidence, cemented in the belief and confidence that all students are able to learn, and are capable over time, 

of becoming happy, successful, self-fulfilling and contributing adults. We know that our children come to us with different challenges and starting points, yet 

our core responsibility remains- to diminish learning barriers, increase knowledge, teach positive behaviour and enhance skills and understanding; build  

self-esteem, confidence, strength and resilience, character and virtues. Our broad, balanced and ambitious offer provides substantial opportunities for 

personal development, bonded by dependable relationships, and carefully scaffolded, creates a platform for engagement and a drive for moral and civically 

minded successful citizens. 

Attitudes & Attributes Skills & Talents Knowledge & Understanding 

Quality 

Education - 

achieve and 

progress 

Communication & 

interaction with 

others; Student 

Voice 

Make Choices, develop 

independence,  

self-management & 

aspiration 

Health & 

Safety, 

Wellbeing & 

Happiness 

Positive 

Relationships & 

Community links 

Quality 

Environment 

Independence & Happiness 

Family Support & 

Dyadic Work; 

parent/carer 

voice 
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Curriculum 

Areas  

Life Long Learning, 

Resilience, 

Independence, Life Skills, 

First Aid, Enterprise, 

DoE,  National Citizen 

Service, Careers & 

Employability 

Outcomes  

Literacy, 

phonological 

awareness, 

Communication, 

Language & 

Interaction, Reading 

Inc. early learning, 

writing, speaking & 

listening, vocabulary 

Mathematical, 

problem 

solving & 

numeracy 

Festivals, 

Community, 

Modern 

Britain, school 

& wider 

community 

PSHE, 

SRE, 

SMSC 

Imaginative 

Learning, 

Investigative 

Science, 

Computing, RE, 

History, 

Geography 

 

Creative & 

Expressive 

Arts, DT, 

Music, Art, 

Construction

, Textiles, 

Hospitality & 

Catering  

Sports, leisure 

& Fitness, 

Outdoor 

Learning, 

Healthy 

Lifestyles, 

Water 

confidence  

 

College and University Placements – Social Progress, WHSS EBacc, passport to the future, community members, clubs, friendships, barriers from starting 

point, quality of life (family), employment, contributing to society, quality of life framework, social mobility, Unit Awards, Entry Level, Vocational Awards, 

Functional Skills, GCSE’s & BTEC’s 

Quality of Life 

& Social 

Care/Key 

Working 

Modes of 

Monitoring, 

Assessment & 

Progress 

Observations, questionnaires, standardised and bespoke assessments, activity analysis, cross professional communication, student progress meetings, social progress, QOL 

questionnaires/framework (Inc. parents & carers), learning observations & walks, learning development, performance management & CPD, ILBT, Literacy & numeracy 

targets, learning lunches, subject celebrations, celebration assemblies, governance and monitoring, external inspections, school to school support and challenge, 4 year 

strategic plans, School Improvement Plan 

Communication 

& interaction 

Health & 

medical 

needs 

Sensory and 

Physical  

Day and 

Residential 

Care/ Family 

Support 

Environment 

Cognition, 

Learning 

& Play 

Prep for key transitions/ 

Independence & prep for 

Adulthood 

Social, 

Emotional & 

Mental 

Health 



Communication & interaction 
  

  

 

 

Back to top  

Total
Communication 
Approach (inc. 

AAC)

SaLT sessions 
(group/individual)

Colourful  
Semantics

Social skills 
groups/activity 

packages

Inferencing
Social skills 

groups/activity 
packages

Feeling Fans (AAC)

PEC's, WW symbols 
(AAC)

Narrative building

Zones of 
Regulation

Word of the week 
(Word aware)

Phonological 
Awareness 

combined with 
movement lessons

Time concept 
building

SPOT group

Assemblies incl. 
class & house

Learning lunches

Student voice

Quality of Life 
Indicators

Visual timetables

Visual task 
sequences

OT sessions 
(Group/individual)



Cognition, Learning & Play 
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Teodorescu 
Perceptuo-Motor 

Programme

Class based 
strategies

SPOT group

Fresh Start

Ruth Miskin/Read 
Write Inc.

Early reading

Rapid reading
Oxford Reading 

Tree

Reading buddies

Reading club

Teaching of 
vocabulary (word 

aware)

Bookmarks

Choosing/buying a 
book

Cornerstones
Meaningful activity 

(QoL/PBS)

Writing 
competitions

Learning lunches

Topic & subject 
celebrations

Maths 
interventions

Sequencing

Cross curricular 
connections

Daily recall

Daily Reading & 
Reading for 

pleasure

Visits to places of 
worship

Experiential visits -
topic

Zoolab

Chester Zoo Visit

Farm 
Visits/Whirlow 

Farm
Horticulture

Food tech

Construction

Woodworking -
creative outcomes

Arts award

First aid

Challenges - 3 
Peaks etc.

Active Learning

Quality of Life 
Indicators

Visual timetables

Challenge and 
Resilience weeks

Produce exhibitions 
(horticultural, 

agricultural shows)

Personalised 
pathways

Football 
tournaments



Prep for key transitions/ Independence & prep for Adulthood 
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Social skills offsite 
intervention

Independence skills 
(washing, dressing etc)

Social skills linked with 
life skills/sport

Developing core skills for 
self 

School Bank

Financial Independence 
Days

Food 4 Life
Student ambassadors –
showing visitors around

Open Days

Into Film Festival

Black History Month

Festivals & Celebrations

Charities – our work with 
communities, church, 

local residents, 
community homes, food 

banks, shelters etc.

Cultural Days – food, 
workshops

Farm to Fork

Frill & Flounce

School Bands

Music lessons

Competitions - Soap Box 
Derby

Bikeability

Road Safety DofE

FAST

Making friends

Youth clubs

First Aid

Water Confidence

Evening Activities/clubs Swimming Gala

Sports Day

Challenges - 3 Peaks etc.

Football tournaments

Driving lessons

School jobs

Work experience Speakers

Social Progress

Quality of Life Indicators

Sunnyvale



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 
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Systemtic work

Clinical & Forensic Psycholoigy

Assessment - Professional integrated 
dialogue & observation

YMHFA's

School Counsellor

Creative Psychotherapies (Art, Music, 
Drama, Dance, Play)

Making friends

All staff - 5 module SEMH training 
including: Attachment & Trauma, 

Anxiety, self-harm

Clubs

SaLT & OT to help achieve 
potential/overcome barriers

SaLT & OT to develop communication 
skills

Zones of Regulation

Evening Activities/Clubs

Quality of Life Indicators

Meaningful activity (QoL/PBS)

Problematic Sexualised Behaviour 
Lead & Trainer

Personalised Pathways

External Speakers

Produce exhibitions (horticultural, 
agricultural shows)

Social Progress

Challenge & Resilience Weeks

Assemblies

Family Support

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) 
Coaches



 

Health & medical needs 
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Big Talk SCARF Bus
Sex Education & 

Relationships 
week

School Nurse
Assemblies 
messages

In house 
catering

Food tech 
dedicated area

Hospitality & 
Catering

Unit Awards 
focus - catering 
and agriculture 
& horticulture

Mile a day track & 
challenges

Food Safety
Quality of Life 

Indicators
Oral Hygiene 

sessions
Medical support, 

care and vitis
Food for Life -
Healthy eating

Personal 
hygiene & 

appearance foci

Smoking 
cessation

Branching out
PBS Lead & 

trainer

DSLx4 and roll 
out programme 

for all 
departments

County lines/knife 
crime/keeping 
yourself safe

Problematic 
sexualised behaviour 

Lead & trainer

Creative 
psychotherapy 

team to support 
mental health



  Sensory and Physical 
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Teodorescu 
Perceptuo-

Motor 
Programme

Learning 
breakthrough 

program

Movement 
breaks

Sensory 
experiences

Outdoor 
gym

Active 
learning

Quality of 
Life 

Indicators

Mud 
kitchen

Sand 
pit

Continuous 
provision 
stations

OT sessions 
(group/individual

/whole lesson) 

Sensory 
needs 

clothing

Adventure 
playgrounds

mile a 
day track 

and 
obstacles

Farm and 
horticulture

Outdoor
learning

Sensory 
equipment 

Sensory 
strategies

Sensory 
diets

Activity 
analysis/ 

adaptation

movement 
groups

Sensory 
Integration 
approach

Sensory 
motor 

approach

SPOT 
group

Fine and gross 
motor 

development -
Clever fingers

Swings and 
roundabouts

climbing 
wall, balance 
tyres, bikes 

go-karts

Yoga



Day and Residential Care/ Family Support 
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Bedtime stories

Reading for pleasure

Family Support & welfare , 
family relationships and 

dynamics

Systemic and dyadic work

Quality of Life Indicators

Communication, 
Confidence, Self-esteem, 
identity/sense if self and 

independence

Extended Weekend/holiday 
outreach

Emotional Literacy Extended day placements

Overnight respite

Wide range of activities

Club membership, Zone

Independent travel

OCR Life & Living Skills

Meal preparation skills

Driving lessons Shopping & budgeting

Housekeeping including 
independent washing and 

ironing

Personalised bedrooms & 
en-suite facilities

Peer relationships & 
friendships

In house leisure activities 
(snooker, cinema room, 

quiet areas)

Reading rooms

Dining areas

Fully equipped kitchens
Support with maintaining 

healthy lifestyle

Work experience/Jobs

UCAS Fayres

Quality of Life Currciulum

Key Working

Regular phone contact & 
visits

Quality of Life and Family 
Impact Indicators

Jobs-experience offered 
within departments relevant 

to child individual interest

Pictures of 
achievements/experiences

Clothing to meet needs 

Completing CV

Managing own money -
bank accounts

Applying for NI

Tuition 1:1

Manging self-awareness

Buddy system Carefully planned transitions

Dietary needs met

Sensory needs (bedrooms)

Residenital camps

Challenge & Resilience 
Week

Supporting college 
placements

Library membership

Communal cooking/dining
Contributing to our 

environment - growing own 
food

Experiences abroad

Gardening

Support offered for applying 
for higher education and 

student finance

National Citizen Service 
(NCS)

Support to attend extra 
curriculum activities i.e. 

army/police cadets, 
kickboxing, boxing, music 

lessons in house

Bike maintenance

Daily cycling experience
Child Protection and 

Safeguarding

Early Help Referrals

Networking with 
professionals from different 

local authorities

Working together with 
parents/carers.  Advocate/ 
empowerment for parents

Reassurance and alleviating 
anxieties with parents & 
attending meetings to 

support the family

parent/carer workshops & 
networking

Family history and 
genograms

Regular home visits and 
phone calls
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Time 
concept 
building

Adventure 
playgrounds

Weekly 
outdoor 
learning 
classes

Inclusive/ 
sensory 
friendly 

classrooms

MUGA

individual 
environmental 

adaptations Farm


